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rocks. Whilst Neb, Herbert, and Pencroft hunted or
collected wood, Cyrus Harding and Gideon Spilett busied
themselves in putting the Chimneys to rights, and they
found the forge and the bellows almost unhurt, protected
as they had been from the first by the heaps of sand.
The store of fuel had not been made uselessly. The
settlers had not done with the rigorous cold. It is known
that, In the northern hemisphere, the month of February is
principally distinguished by rapid fallings of the tempera-
ture. It is the same in the southern hemisphere, and the
end of the month of August, which is the February of
North America, does not escape this climateric law.
About the 25th, after another change from snow t<5 rain,
the wind shifted to the south-east, and the cold became,
suddenly, very severe. According to the engineer's calcu-
lation, the mercurial column of a Fahrenheit thermometer
would not have marked less than eight degrees below zero,
and this intense cold, rendered still more painful by a
sharp gale, lasted for several days. The colonists were
again shut up in Granite House, and as it was necessary to
hermetically seal all the openings of the fajade, only
leaving a narrow passage for renewing the air, the con-
sumption of candles was considerable- To economize
them, the cavern was often only lighted by the blazing
hearths, on which fuel was not spared. Several times, one
or other of the settlers descended to the beach in the midst